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SKIING WITH PROJECT DISCOVERY 

After a season hiatus due to the pandemic the Project Discovery Leadership Ski Team is up 

and skiing. When the school year began it was uncertain if the Pioneer ski program was 

going to run. Questions about transportation, vaccines and mask requirements all put the 

program in jeopardy. Fortunately, there was significant improvement and restrictions 

lifted enough for the program to run again. With collaboration from Project Discovery and 

the Ski Ducks, the program offers students the opportunity to learn to ski and develop 

leadership skills as well as team building skills. Each week the students are taught a new 

skill and the students are required to write daily and weekly goals and reflect on how they 

are accomplishing the goals. This season the emphasis is on “helping others” and making 

sure all members of the team have support and are improving. If students notice a peer 

who may be struggling, they are encourage to reach out and offer support. Not only have 

the student’s self-confidence increased but personal discipline, school attendance and 

grades have also improved overall with the team members. The students look forward to 

each event and they are hopeful we will get more snow.  

 

Peppermint and Cinnamon help your mind 

 

 

Maybe you got up way too early, maybe someone said the wrong thing to you or maybe 
it’s just been a long day. These are common excuses for not rallying up motivation to 
accomplish tough tasks we encounter every day. Here is a simple way to help redirect your 
brain and attitude. Did you know that peppermint has shown to stimulate us physically and 
mentally? Just getting a whiff or ingest it for a dose of get-up-and-go. Studies have shown 
that ingested peppermint improves respiratory function, blood pressure, and alertness. 
Cinnamon has also been shown to boost brain power by  
improving focus, memory and cognitive processing.  
Choose a minty or cinnamon item and delight your senses.  
Try it out and take a few minutes to engage in a senseful 
moment.  
 

Contributor 

Kyleigh Marozas 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final stretch the Start of 4th Quarter 

 

 

Second semester started January 4th and we are now entering the fourth quarter. For many 

students this might be a time to stress about grades and earning credits. This is particularly true 

for seniors who have required classes to pass in order to graduate. But instead of stressing this is 

a perfect opportunity for students to get caught up or improve all classes. Sometimes this seems 

like a dauting task, however with a little communication with teachers and some planning, 

improving grades is just a few steps from reality.  Step one: check Infinite Campus for missing 

assignments and verify with the class teacher that the assignment is missing. Do this for each 

class. Step two: When speaking with the teacher make sure to clarify where the content is and 

that there is an understanding of how to complete the assignment. Step Three: Prioritize the 

missing assignments and set a time to complete the work. For some students with many 

assignments turn in this may seem overwhelming. To reduce anxiety “chunk” it out. Don’t try to 

do it all at once, set a realistic goal to get them completed. This will take extra work but the reward 

will be worth it. Step four: Turn in the missing work. 

If students take these steps over the next few weeks, the last month of school will feel much more 

relaxing and the pressure to get everything done in a short amount of time will not have to occur.  

All About Ms. Locke 

When Pioneer High School expanded and became Pioneer Academy, they needed an online 
elementary teacher. Ms. Locke stepped in to take on this new challenge to help develop the 
growing online program. Ms. Lock came to Pioneer with18 years of teaching experience. Her 
last school was the Montessori school of Carson City. Ms. Locke is responsible for teaching 
the elementary online students, first through sixth grade. 
 
As a mother of two boys, ten and twelve, Ms. Locke grew up in Carson City but also lived in 
Colorado, California and Washington and she enjoys hiking and playing catch with her 
children. While growing up, Ms. Locke was inspired by a woman who was a teacher who 
hired her to babysit. She also looked up to Oprah Winfrey because she was very inspiring 
and courageous to her. With that inspiration she channeled that courage to become a 
teacher. 
 
Now that Ms. Locke is teaching at Pioneer Academy, she is always trying new things to keep 
her students engaged during her online classes. She says she “wants her students to be 
excited and have fun in her class”. One way she is doing this is taking her students on virtual 
field trips. She has used her computer to Zoom her kids with the high school students during 
science experiments and she will take them on a virtual walk around campus. They even met 
the school mascot on Zoom. 
 
It is very easy to have a one on one talk with her student if they are having trouble. She is 
very hardworking and understanding when it comes to her students. Her students know she 
cares about them because Ms. Locke listens to their funny stories and involves herself in the 
students' process of learning. She remembers little things that mean a lot to her students 
and tries to use them to build relationships with them. She loves doing fun activities to keep 
her students focused like her current science experiment showing students how a butterflies 
come to life from a cocoon. Ms. Locke says it is important to let her students know that they 
are loved and that mistakes are part of learning.  
 

Article and photo by Kyleigh Marozas 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Spotlight: 

Pioneer clubs 

Gabe Allen, a senior at Pioneer Academy, is not unfamiliar with facing adversity head on. As an active participant in mixed 

martial arts coached at a local gym in Carson City, Gabe is used to facing challenging opponents. In the gym he works 

tirelessly to perfect his skill and technique, constantly trying to improve what he is capable of doing to not get knocked 

down. And when he does get knocked down, he gets right back up to work on improving himself. That determination to 

battle his opponents he has also applied to life and school. 

To achieve the honor of Eagle Scout with the BSA, Gabe put together a self-defense seminar to demonstrate and teach 

women the skills of how to protect themselves. Though he showed poise and confidence during his project, that wasn’t 

always the case with school and growing up. Gabe said he has struggled with self-doubt and that came to a climax during 

his ninth grade year when his grades started to fall apart.  

Instead of giving up on his situation or just accepting his fate, Gabe fought back changed schools to attend Pioneer High 

School and retrained himself. Though this is still a work in progress, Gabe has managed to improve his grades significantly 

from that ninth grade year to taking classes at Western Nevada College (WNC) in the Jumpstart program and earning a 

perfect score on the ACT science exam. Next year Gabe plans on using his gaining confidence to attend WNC then transfer 

to the University of Nevada to study psychology or engineering. 

When asked who helped him through the difficult times, Gabe gave credit to his friends and family who stuck by him 

when he was knocked down. He also stated that he had to rely on himself to get back in the ring but the teachers and 

staff at Pioneer really helped him turn things around, “Pioneer High has been a lifesaver for me. My freshman year I 

needed something different. The teachers at Pioneer really care for their students. Not only are they good teachers, they 

are just good people.” 

Student faces  

adversity  

in the ring  

and life. 

 

 

Roller skating Club meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
In the Gym 
From 2:30 to 3:30 

Volleyball Club meets  
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
In the Gym 
From 2:30 to 3:30 
 

 



 

 

 

enjoyed the unique way of teaching English standards and this has helped create a rapport with the students to see how the 

study of English progresses beyond the standard curriculum, while at the same time realizing they are capable of taking a college 

level course. This has also sparked new energy for the staff to create other opportunities by partnering with WNC and including 

them into non dual credit courses.  

Mrs. Allen’s commitment to education and her students is witnessed daily by her colleagues and the students themselves. Her 

smile and infectious attitude help create a warm and inviting environment where students feel comfortable to learn. In addition 

to her constant “positivity,” Mrs. Allen is also known for her willingness to not be afraid of a good challenge of dancing or singing 

in front of the students at dances, talent shows and many other after school activities.  

We want to thank Mrs. Allen for her dedication and her willingness to branch out and try new things to get our students more 

interested in English and school. She is making a difference for our students and we look forward to many more years of 

continued service. 

 

When Ms. Finn isn’t helping students feel better, she can often be found enjoying the outdoors around the greater Tahoe area. 

Kerri says she enjoys taking in the views and hiking along the many trails in the region, participating in 5K races, taking 

spontaneous road trips to historical points of interest, going night swimming in Lake Tahoe with her kids and watching her son 

play football on Friday nights for Carson High School. 

We want to thank Ms. Finn for all the work she has dedicated to the students, staff and parents of Pioneer and we look forward 

to many more years of her heart felt service. 

 

PIONEER ACADEMY EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR 

 

Classified Employee 

 

Every year Carson City School District honors its employees with a special recognition. The employees are nominated by their 

peers from each school site. This Mrs. Allen is representing the certified employees and Ms. Kerri Finn representing the classified 

employees from Pioneer Academy. 

Innovation spurs recognition for Pioneer Academy’s Rebecca Allen. Mrs. Allen is being honored by her 

peers as the 2022, Certified Employee of the Year from Pioneer Academy. Mrs. Allen is an example of 

the Pioneer spirit that is projected daily from the halls of the school. As a teacher with varied 

responsibilities, Mrs. Allen teaches English and Spanish, she oversees the Pioneer ELL/ESL department 

and this year she added the responsibility of being the GATE program coordinator to give support to our 

gifted and talented students. Mrs. Allen has also helped us pioneer a new direction of dual credit 

partnership with colleges to offer our students a greater variety of courses that they normally would 

not have access to. Working with professors from Arizona State University and Western Nevada College, 

Mrs. Allen co-taught Poetry in America, Whitman to Hip Hop, and Novels into film. The students have  

 

Certified Employee 

 

Kerri Finn has earned the award of Classified Employee of the year for Pioneer Academy and will be one 

of a number of finalists for the district employee of the year award. As a tireless representative of the 

classified members of the district, Ms. Finn has demonstrated her dedication and passion of working 

with students at the Pioneer High School campus as the clinical aid/EMT all the while being shared 

among other schools throughout the district. This last year has been particularly challenging for her and 

other medical personnel having to navigate all the COVID issues along with performing the duties for 

the “normal” daily issues at a school. Ms. Finn has shown great professionalism, skill and care when 

working with her students to help manage the daily aches, pains, coughs and sniffles. Recognized by her 

peers and acknowledged by her students, Kerri is said to put her heart and soul into her work and add 

a bit of her wit and humor, you have a sure remedy for anyone she helps. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Social Worker:  
Danielle Langum 
          775-283-1326 

          dlangum@carson.k12.nv.us 

    Counselor:  
    Cary Jordan 

775-283-1323 

cjordan@carson.k12.nv.us 

Corner Counselors 

Announcements 

 

DO YOU HAVE SCHOOL FATIGUE? 

As the days getting longer and the weather is getting warmer, it seems like the last place people want to be is in the classroom. 

As the saying goes “Attention seems to drop as the thermometer rises.” It's almost the end of the school year and nearly 

everyone is getting restless. The end of the school year is a tough time for everyone, parents, staff and students. To help combat 

the school fatigue many are feeling, here are a few tips to keep you going through the home stretch. 

 

 

Stick to a routine. If you have one continue with it resist the temptation 

to drastically change because the weather is different or the sun is out 

longer. Be consistent and reasonable. Make sure you give your body rest 

and you give it good nutrition. 

Get outside. Research shows that spending more time 

outdoors improves children’s concentration in school, lessens aggression 

and improves their ability to cooperate. It’s “a giant relief valve for 

everyone in the family,” writes outdoor lifestyle expert Rebecca Cohen 

in 15 Minutes Outside. 

Plan Ahead. Set goals, but as you do make sure they are reasonable and 

achievable. Creating daily goals and completing them will help you gain 

self confidence and will motivate you to tackle the next challenge. 

Acknowledge progress. Reflect back on what you have accomplished, think about what you learned, what was challenging, 

how you dealt with it and what you’re proud of. Give yourself a reward, if nothing else tell yourself “Great job”. 

By taking just a few minutes each day to focus on these simple tips, you will survive the remainder of the school year. 

 

 Graduation is just around the corner on June 1st, Seniors, stop by the office to get cap and gown information. 

 Spring break is coming up. There is no school from April 11th through April 18th. School will resume on Tuesday, April 19th. 

 If you are interested in signing up to go to the CCSD job fair please contact Mr. Jordan in the office. 

 

 

https://www.todaysparent.com/activities/outdoor-survival-guide
https://www.todaysparent.com/activities/outdoor-survival-guide

